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Summary: 


Double drabble - how Max sees Lucas and his family, how she sees 
her own. 


Normal 
Author's Note: 


Originally posted to my tumblr shortly after 
watching season two. 


The first time Billy grabbed her arm hard enough to leave a bruise 
was the day after Mom told Neil that he couldn’t touch her. 


The Hargrove men tag-teamed their hits. 


Not that Billy actually hit her. Grabbed her, broke her skateboard 
“accidentally” so that Mom couldn’t be mad, stood over her so she 
had to go around him, called her a bitch when Mom and Neil weren’t 
around... 


Mom didn’t notice the bruise on her upper arm, and Max didn’t think 
this was at the ‘call Dad’ level of reinforcement. She was saving that 
for--someday. Sometime when it really mattered. 


(Max doesn’t know if Dad really would come get her if she called, but 
she likes to think so. And it’s enough of an unspoken threat to keep 
Neil from touching her, just the way Mom had used it.) 


It doesn’t take her long to figure out that Lucas and his family are 
Normals. He complains about his sister, he complains about his 
parents, but he’s not afraid. Not really. 


Normal. 

She stuffs down the envy when she goes to his house, and lets herself 
breathe in the tiny squabbles, big hugs, and lipstick marks left on her 
cheek. 
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